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see the world, earning her living by domestic service.
Their first two children died in infancy. Adolf, the eldest
survivor, was born in a little house on the main street of
Branau-on-the-Inn, on April 2oth? 1889, when his father
was fifty-two and his mother twenty-nine years of age.
Two other children were born after Adolf, Paula, who
now lives in Vienna, and Edouard, who died in infancy.

In 1896 Alois Hitler retired from the Customs Service,
and the family went to live at the village of Leonding,
near the cathedral town of Linz, in order to be near a
good school for Adolf. Next year Paula was born, and
her mother developed symptoms of an internal disease
which proved to be cancer.

Adolf, with his mischievous dark-blue eyes and perky
face, was described in one of his school reports as "lazy
and self-willed." The only subjects which interested him
were history, drawing, and geography. Outside school
hours he listened with absorbed attention to Professor
Potsch, an active member of the German National Party,
who used to tell the pupils how the birthright of the Aus~
trians was being bartered for a mess of Slav pottage: the
Emperor's heir had even married a Czech nobody.

Alois Hitler wanted his son to follow him in his career
as a Customs official, but Adolf flouted the notion: he
hated office work and wanted to be an artist. Alois was
very angry at this absurd suggestion, and for the last three
years of his life the relations between father and son
were strained. Alois died on a January morning, in 1903,
of a heart attack, while reading the paper 'at the village inn.

So Adolf and Paula, aged 14 and 7, were left with their
mother, who already knew that she was dying. She
moved to Linz, and lived there on her small pension with
the two children*

Adolf s lungs were delicate, and the doctor recom-
mended that he should cease attending school and remain